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April 13, 2006
Contact: Charles Exley, UM assistant professor of Japanese, (406) 243-5301 or (406) 7285323.
SEATTLE’S CONSULATE-GENERAL OF JAPAN TO VISIT UM
MISSOULA —
A high-ranking Japanese diplomat will lecture about U.S.-Japan security relations
Thursday, April 27, at The University of Montana.
After a long and distinguished career, Kazuo Tanaka has assumed the post of consulategeneral of Japan in Seattle, where he serves Washington, Northern Idaho and Montana. He
will speak at 3 p.m. in the University Center Theater. The event is free and open to the public.
Charles Exley, a UM assistant professor of Japanese, said Tanaka had heard about the
marked growth in UM’s Japanese program and wants to learn more about why so many
Montana students are interested in Japan. He also wants to strengthen the long-standing
relationship between UM and the Consulate-General of Japan in Seattle office.
“This visit by the consul general is very timely,” Exley said. “President George Bush
met with Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi Jun’ichiro in Kyoto, Japan, on his trip through
Asia last November. The consul-general’s comments on U.S.-Japan security relations are sure
to interest students studying current affairs, political science and economic relations between
the two countries. I am interested in asking the consul-general about the recent agreement to
reduce American forces in Okinawa.”
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He said UM’s Japanese program has 80 combined majors and minors, and the
University’s Japan Club and Japanese Student Association plan activities on a regular basis in
Missoula.
Exley said the lecture could help students make connections with the Far East. He said
UM students often travel to Japan to study abroad, do business internships and teach English as
part of internships.
“We have a long history of visits from the Seattle consulate-general,” he said. “That
office has provided numerous events and speakers in the past here in Missoula.”
Before becoming Seattle consulate-general in September, Tanaka was the special
coordinator for the Minister’s Secretariat in Tokyo’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is an
expert on economic cooperation and Asian affairs, as well as refugee issues. He also is a
specialist in Malay studies.
His career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs started in 1969, and he has held various
embassy and UN posts in Malaysia, Toronto, Tokyo, Geneva and Nigeria. He studied Malay
at the University of Malaya in Malaysia and was a lecturer at Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies.
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